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A  S T R O N G .  U N I T E D  V O I C E  F O R
M I N N E S O T A ' s  W O R K I N G  P E O P L E

November 7,2OI\

David Freiboth, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Mart in  Luther  King,  Jr .  County Labor  Counci l

2800 First Ave., Suite 206

Seat t le ,  WA 98121

Dear Labor  Leader :
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1,300 BCTGM workers at  Amer ican Crysta l  Sugar  fac i l i t ies in  Minnesota,  Nor th Dakota,  and lowa have

been locked out of their jobs since August L". The company is attempting to extract concessions from

union workers that  would a l low outsourc ing of  jobs,  uncer ta inty  in  heal th  care costs,  and e l iminat ion of

seniori ty to name a few.

Despi te repeated at tempts by the union to end the lockout  and resume negot ia t ions,  Amer ican Crysta l

Sugar  remains unmoved in  i ts  demands.  The company has brought  in  Minnetonka,  MN-based Strom

Engineer ing for  replacement  workers and other  consul t ing serv ices.

l f  Amer ican Crysta l  Sugar  prevai ls ,  i t  is  l ike ly  that  many more companies wi l l  use th is  lockout  tact ic  in

future labor  negot ia t ions.  This  is  an oppor tuni ty  to  make a s tand against  these tact ics.

That 's  why the Minnesota,  Nor th Dakota and lowa AFL-CIO,  in  conjunct ion wi th the BCTGM, are

launching a fu l l -scale,  nat ional  corporate campaign against  Amer ican Crysta l  Sugar .  The campaign

includes the hir ing of ful l- t ime staff for organizing, mobil izat ion, and research, along with an aggressive

paid media campaign.

I t  is  our  goal  to  leverage publ ic  pressure on Amer ican Crysta l  execut ives and the near ly  3,000 beet

growers who own the company to br ing about  a successfu l  end to the lockout .

However, a campaign of this magnitude takes resources. We estimate that an effect ive 30-day campaign

wi l l  cost  more than St60,000.  We have ra ised approx imate ly  one hal f  o f  the funds necessary to  fu l ly

act ivate the corporate campaign.  Any f inancia l  suppor t  your  union can prov ide to th is  campaign would

be apprec iated and wel l - invested.
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l f  you can contr ibute,  p lease send
Minnesota AFL-ClO
I75 Aurora Ave.
St .  Paul ,  MN 55103

a check payable to  the Minnesota AFL_CIO:

(Please write BCTGM Action Fund in the memo rine)

There is a lot r iding on the outcome of the lockout. l f  workers prevai l  in this dispute, i t  wi l l  show other
companies that a lockout is an ineffect ive tact ic.

Addi t ional ly ,  locked out  BCTGM members are avai lab le to  come out  to  your  next  meet ing or  event  for  afundra iser  you would sponsor '  To learn rnore aboui  th is  sugar  Beet  Ambassador program, contact
Jessie McGregor at jmcgregor@aflcio.org or cai l  651-665-9196.

l f  you have addi t ionalquest ions about  th is  campaign,  don ' t  hes i ta te to  contact  us.

In Solidari ty,
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Shar Knutson

M innesota AFL-CIO president
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Gary Granzotto

North Dakota AFL-CIO president
Ken Sagar

lowa AFL-ClO president
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